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Social Media facts… 

1. 1.3 Billion people       

actively use YouTube  

2. 300 hours of video are 

uploaded to YouTube 

every minute! 

3. By 2025, half of view-

ers under 32 will not 

subscribe to a pay-TV 

service. 

4. Over 6000 tweets are 

sent per second 

5. Katy Perry has the 

most followers on 

Twitter with over 104 

million. 

What is Cyber Crime? 
By Norah Spie 13 October 2017 

According to Technopedia, 
Cybercrime is defined as a 
crime in which a computer is 
the object of the crime 
(hacking, phishing) or is 
used as a tool to commit an 
offense (child pornography, 
hate crimes, state security threats). Cybercriminals may use com-
puter technology to access personal information, business trade 
secrets or use the internet for exploitive or malicious purposes. 
Common types of cybercrime include online bank information 
theft, identity theft, online predatory crimes and unauthorised 
computer access. More serious crimes like cyberterrorism  and 
ransomware are also of significant concern.  

Then came in social media and it changed the game completely. 

When cyber crime was more about hacking, African Govern-

ments were not too worried but the rapid growth and penetra-

tion of social media has made them panic and rightly so! 

Worldwide, the growth of social media has stimulated debate 
about where to draw the line between protecting freedom of 
speech and giving a voice to hatred and extremism.  The 2016 
presidential campaign in the United States generated concerns 
about the role of social media in spreading ‘fake news’ with seri-
ous political consequences. These debates are urgent in parts of 
Africa where mobile internet use continues to rise. 

As much as social media can cause havoc for governments, the 

primary defenses should be on ransomware– which is the num-

ber one cyber crime. Ransomware is a type of malicious software 

designed to block access to a computer system until a sum           

of money is paid.  
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https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/nov/10/facebook-fake-news-election-conspiracy-theories


How  to spot FAKE NEWS... 

What is FAKE NEWS? How did it start? 

Fake news is a type of yellow journal-
ism or propaganda that consists of deliber-
ate misinformation or hoaxes spread via print, 
broadcast news media and online social media. 
Fake news is written and published with the 
intent to mislead in order to gain financially or 
politically, often with sensationalist, exaggerat-
ed, or patently false headlines that grab atten-
tion.  

Fake news often employs eye-catching head-
lines or entirely fabricated news stories to in-
crease readership, online sharing and Internet 
click revenue. Fake news also undermines seri-
ous media coverage and makes it more difficult 
for journalists to cover significant news stories. 
Facebook is trying to do something about that. 
It is testing a new feature called the "i" button. 
When clicked, it gives the reader more infor-
mation about the article they are reading. But 
Facebook admits it is not always easy to flush 
out fiction from fact. 
Fakes news creators use Facebook to drive traf-
fic by posting links of their stories using fake 
profiles, all in the hope of going viral. 

Here are some tips from Melissa Zimdars, a pro-
fessor of communication and media  on how to 
spot fake news: 

1.Stay away from sites with suspicious-
looking web addresses, like those ending 
in .lo or co. 

2. Pay attention to the article's author. If 
there’s no byline on a story, or there is only 
one author for every post on the entire 
website, watch out. It may be an imposter. 

3.Be wary of news sites that host bloggers 
without any clear editorial or fact-checking 
process. 

4. Check if there’s an “about me” section on 
the website. This makes it easier to spot 
whether the news source is legitimate. 

5.Get your news from a variety of places. 
The best way to ensure that you’re not 
scammed by fake news is to read from a 
diverse array of news sources, and not just 
what pops up on a Facebook feed. 
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